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together and brought before the public.    One famous
illustration   of this   condition   of things became an
effective argument in favour of reform at a day a
little later, which we shall have to deal with more
fully after a while, when a definite  Reform Bill was
brought forward in the House of Commons.    During
the debates on that question the representative of a
place called Ludgershall, himself a sincere reformer,
attracted much attention by the brief and effective
manner in which he dealt with the question.    He
said :   " I am the owner  of Ludgershall,  I  am the
constituency of Ludgershall, I am the representative
of Ludgershall, and in each capacity I demand the
disfranchisement of Ludgershall."    One of the most
famous places which were made conspicuous at that
time was the borough of Old Sarum.    Every reader
who has even dipped into the history of those times
must have met over and over again with allusions to
such boroughs as Gatton  and Old Sarum.    Either
case would answer as an argument for the present
purpose; but we  take  the case  of Old  Sarum  as
being perhaps, on the whole, the more picturesque
of the two.    Old Sarum was a town in Wiltshire ; it
stood on Salisbury Plain, in the very shadow of the
majestic  ruins of  Stooehenge,  to   which   travellers
from all ends of the earth make pilgrimage to-day.
Old Sarum was authorised to send representatives to
Parliament in the time of Edward  I.    The right of
representation was renewed in the reign of Edward
III., and from that time it remained until the reform
agitation took distinct and practical shape in 1830;
but in the meanwhile the town of Old Sarum itself